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WAR AS CARRIED ON BY THE  COMMONS.
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print. Among the Haiieian MSS. in the British Museum, however, there is a copy of the entire'treatise, including the last division.
This was Bacon's last contribution to the political business of his day. I do not know whether any use was made of it. But I fancy that the chance had been postponed too long and came too late; and that the domestic condition of the country would have made it impossible at that time to carry out such an enterprise successfully. A war like this could not be entered upon without money. Money could not be had without the concurrence of the House of Commons. The Commons would not grant money for a war without security that it would be carried on in the way they approved. If they had been qualified themselves to assume the control of military operations, the King might, no doubt (by anticipating one or two revolutions), have made it over to them, and then there would have been no difficulty about the money. But war was a business of which they had few professors among them, and of which indeed they knew so little that they were not yet aware how much they needed the help of those who knew more. Bacon, as we have seen, would have had them recommended to advise the renunciation of the treaties, and then (seeing that if the Palatinate was to be recovered at all it must be by a war) to appoint a select committee with power " to confer with any martial men or others, that were not of the House, for their advice and information;" and to hear their report before they proceeded further. Through such a select committee they might have learned what force would be required, and what expense it would involve: and then they would have been in a condition to consider whether they could find the money for it. But the necessity of such a select committee, and of taking the opinions of " martial men that were not of the House," does not appear to have occurred to them. After debating the ques-overy of the
